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It was a time when all of us were forced to stay indoors

with our families for very long. For some of us, it was a
good time during which we grew closer to our parents, our siblings
and whoever lived with us. But for a lot of us, it was a difficult time.
How do you live so close together day after day?

We have lived through the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Unfortunately, at this time, we realised that some of our
traditions, that had earlier bound us together as a family,
had been neglected through the years. Without
these traditions, some families found it difficult
to find joy in togetherness.

One very important tradition that
kept us together as a family, was
storytelling. Earlier, elders in a family would
spend time telling stories to children. This used
to infuse the family with joy, energy and a sense
of oneness.

Stories bring out creativity and sensitivity. Where there is a soul, there is a story. When I was
much younger, I travelled through India, visiting village after village. I always made it a point to
interact with village children. I would often ask them to tell me a story.

They would reply, “No Uncle, we will tell you a joke and then you tell us a joke.” I was taken
aback that these children were not even aware of the joy of listening to stories! The tradition

of storytelling in India goes back to ancient times. Be it stories from the Panchatantra, the
Hitopadesha or Kissa Goi*. There were stories with animals and birds that imparted wisdom, and
religious stories that taught values.

Today, there many people who have started their own storytelling platforms. Amar Vyas and his
friends started Gaathastory.in. Vaishali Vyavhare Deshpande popularises stories that tell about
village folk and farmers. Vikram Sridhar of Bengaluru is a storyteller who has a special passion for
telling stories of Bapu”. Srividya Veeraraghavan of Chennai and Geeta Ramanujam of Kathalaya.
org, are all excellent storytellers you must find out more about.

Let us join Nair Sir in his school, as he tells us more stories about storytellers and many other
inspiring people, from my programme, Mann ki Baat.

*ANCIENT LURPU STORYTELLING ART FORM "MAHATMA GANDHI
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% | ALLABOUT STORIES [==

THE SLUMMER HOLIPAYS WERE OVER AND ALL THE CHILPREN WERE BACK AT SCHOOL.

HELLO N HI
IQBAL! WAIT SHREYAS!

GOOV MORNING
NAIR SIR!

Goov
MORNING, SHARADA.
HELLO, BOYS! I'LL
SEE YOU ALL IN THE
LAST PERIOD AS
UsSUAL.

HA HA HA!
YES, WITH LOTS
OF STORIES.

NAIR SIR WAS A GREAT FAVOURITE OF ALL i
THE CHILPREN BECAUSE HE TOLD THEM VERY
INTERESTING STORIES, ALL FROM THE PRIME
MINISTER'S KAPIO PROGKAMME, MANN K| BAAT.

NAIR SIR, WHAT \§
15 TODAY’S STORY
ABOUT?
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NAIR SIR WAVED THEM ALL TO THEIR SEATS. WHEN THEY HAD SETTLED POWN —
CNCE, DURING THE PANPEMIC LOCKPOWN, OUR PRIME MINISTER SPOKE

TO A GROUP OF STORYTELLERS FROM BENGALURU. THEY BELONGED TO
A GROUP CALLEV THE BANGALORE STORYTELLING SOCIETY.

YES, MY GRANDFATHER
HAS TOLD ME STORIES ABOUT
THE DAY INDIA GOT INPEPENDENCE.
HE WAS A SMALL BOY BUT HE STILL
REMEMBERS THE TRAM RIVES HE
WENT ON WITH HIS PARENTS IN
MUMBAI. ALL THE RIDES
WERE FREE THAT DAY!

THERE WERE APARNA \ // IN FACT, LAVANYA
ATHREYA, SHAILAJA SAMPATH, PRASAD 5ITS WITH
SALUMYA SRINIVASAN, APARNA ELDERLY PEOPLE AND
JAISHANKAR AND LAVANYA WRITES POWN THEIR
PRASAD. EACH OF THEM A STORIES FOR THEIR
PROFESSIONAL, WHO HAD FAMILIES!
A PASSION FOR TELLING
STORIES.

MY GRANDFATHER THAT'S AN EXCELLENT IDEA.
WAS IN THE ARMY. LET’S COLLECT STORIES FROM
HE HAS TOLD ME THE ELDERS IN OUR FAMILIES
50 MANY STORIES AND SHARE THEM HERE IN
ABOUT THE INDO- CLASS. NOW, T WILL TELL YOu e
CHINA WAR IN 7 AM GOING 10 A STORY THAT ONE OF THE ===
WHICH HE HAD EIND OLT STORIES STORYTELLERS TOLD THAT :
FOLIGHT. EROM MY PRI DAY ON THE MANN KI BAAT |
PROGRAMME.
T0O.
YES! YES!
; LET’S HEAR THE
STORY.
4 §
i = = L,
= 2 4
/i 3




ALLABOUT STORIES

KING KRISHNADEVA KAYA WAS ANNOYELD.

SAME OLD
VEGETABLES! BOTTLE
GOURTD, PUMPKIN, POTATO!

I’'M SICK AND TIRED OF
THESE. TELL THE COOK TO

OR I'LL HAVE HIM
HANGET.

mS

THE POOR COOK WENT RUNNING | | THE NEXT pay AT
7O THE KING'S ADVISER, TENALI LUNCHTIME —
RAMAN AND TOLD HIM HIS If'VOEé' THI5 HAD
s | ! : BETTER BE
MAJESTY GOOD OR....
15 NOT HAPPY
WITH ANYTHING T
MAKE. HE 5AYS \
HE WILL HAVE o <)
ME HANGET. -
SHUSH!
STOP WAILING =
AND LISTEN TO |

WHAT |15 THIS
WONPERFUL
VEGETABLE?

SIRE, IT 1S5 A
BRINJAL. IT WEARS
A ROYAL CROWN AND
PURPLE ROBES
LIKE You!

THE
PLAN 15
_WORKING!

THEN IT'S DECIDET.
FROM TODAY ONWARDS,
ALL THE PEOPLE IN MY

KINGPOM WILL EAT ONLY

THE ROYAL BRINJAL. LET
IT BE ANNOUNCET.
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CARTLOADS OF BRINJAL WERE BROUGHT INTO THE KINGPOM AND ALL THE OTHER VEGETABLES DISAPPEAREL. | |

IN THE FALACE AND IN EVERY HOUSE, BRINJALS
WERE BEING COOKED IN VARIOUS WAYS.

I HAVE MAPE
BRINJAL SAMBAR TODAY.
FOR TOMORROW, I HAVE

BRINJAL BHARTA. FOR THE
DAY AFTER, WE WILL TRY
OUT BRINJAL LADDOO.

H

HERE 15
SOME BRINJAL
RAITA, SIRE. .

ENOUGH!
NO MORE

PELICIOUS
BRINJAL

BIRYA.... THE BRINJAL

FROM MY
KINGTOM!

BRINJAL. BANISH

HEH HEH!

VEGETABLES ARE WHAT KIND OF A
BACK! YOU DID IT! MINISTER WOULD
THAT PLAN WAS I MAKE IF I DID

PERFECT. NOT KNOW HOW
TO PLEASE mY




VEERENDRA YADAV |

NAIR SIR AND HIS STUPENTS WERE VISITING A FARM /N VELH/

WHY
15 THERE 50 \_ _
MUCH SMOKE
HERE?

w
o

FIELDS AFTER
HARVEST.

POESN'T

THAT CAUSE | IT DOES,
POLLUTION? BUT THERE'S

NO OTHER WAY
TO HANDLE THE

YOU, ANV MY STUDENTS,
A MANN KI BAAT STORY OF
A FARMER WHO FOUND THE
SOLUTION. NOT ONLY THAT,

HE EVEN MANAGED TO
CREATE WEALTH FROM

AFTER SPENPING OVER SIX YEARS
IN ALUSTRALIA, VEERENDPKA YAPAV
RETURNED TO HIS NATIVE VILLAGE,
FARSH MAJRA, IN KAITHAL PISTRICT

OF HARYANA. |

I CAME BACK
BECAUSE OF MA'S
LUNG PROBLEMS BUT
HER CONPITION 15
NOT GETTING
BETTER.

I
WONPER IF

THE STUBBLE | / HUH?
STUBBLE IS5 AS

USELESS AS TEA
LEAVES AFTER
THE TEA |15
MADE.

LOOK PITAJI,
THEY ARE BURNING THE
STUBBLE AGAIN. IT CAUSES
50 MUCH POLLUTION. I THINK
THIS 15 ONE OF THE REASONS
FOR MA’S RESPIRATORY
PROBLEMS. EVEN MY WIFE
AND CHILPREN ARE FINDING
IT DIFFICULT TO
BREATHE.

I KNOW, AND
IT'S BEEN TWO
YEARS. YOU MUST
NOW THINK OF
POING SOME WORK
OR STARTING A
BUSINESS.

INPDEET.
THIS PRACTICE
HAS POISONED
OUR AIR.

*THE STALKS AND OTHER REMAINS OF PLANTS THAT ARE LEFT FATHER
IN THE GROUND AFTER THE GKAINS HAVE BEEN HARVESTED



MANN KI BAAT VOL.2

VEERENPRKA PECIPED TO VISIT THE AGRICULTURE SOON — |
PEPARTMENT OF KAITHAL AND GET INFORMATION

ON VARIOUS AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT. AFTER
MUCH THOUGHT — |

I WISH TO
BUY A STRAW
BALER MACHINE*
50 THAT I CAN
COLLECT STUBBLE A
. AND SELL IT.

=

——
pr—)

HEY
VEERENURA,
WHAT'S GOTTEN
INTO You?

I Aam
GOING TO
COLLECT THE
STUBBLE ANV DO
SOMETHING

SURE. THE
PVEPARTMENT
WILL PROVIDE
You WITH ALL
THE HELP IT

]
1l

Il

m

WASTE OF TIME!
THE $TUBBLE 15
ONLY MEANT TO
BE BURNT.

VEERENDPRA GOT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
FROM THE PEPARTMENT.

A FEW WEEKS LATER — | TWO YEARS LATER — | 500N — |
I AM VEERENDRA
YADAV, A FARMER BABA,
FROM KAITHAL. T WE HAVE VEERENDRA,
WISH TO SELL You 50LD 5TUBBLE WE WERE WRONG
THE STRAW THAT T WORTH 2.5 ABOUT YOU. WE ALS0
HAVE COLLECTED CRORES. WANT TO SELL OUR
FROM MY PADDY STUBBLE. PLEASE
WE Are HELP U5
ALWAYS IN THAT MEANS - OF
NEED OF STRAW THAT EVEN AFTER COURSE, MY
TO CREATE SPENDING ON FRIENDS.
AGRO ENERGY". EQUIPMENT AND
WE WILL PAY LABOUR, WE HAVE
MADE A PROFIT
OF 50 LAKH
RUPEES!
&
AR o A
- » e
5 Foy

£

it .l."
VEERENPRKA SOLD HIS BALES
OF STKRAW TO AGRO ENERGY
PLANTS** AND FAPER MILLS.

*4 MACHINE THAT COMPRESSES STRAW INTO COMPACT BALES
"ENERGY OBTAINED BY BURNING PLANT OF ANIMAL WASTE

*¥FACTORIES THAT GENERATE ELECTRIC
POWER THROUGH AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES



VEERENDRA YADAV

OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, MORE FARMERS
JOINED VEERENPKA IN HIS INITIATIVE.

I AM STARTING AN AGRICULTURAL
q SOCIETY THAT WE CAN ALL BE A
_§§ PART OF THROUGH THIS SOCIETY,
"\ WE WILL GET AGRICULTURAL TOOLS
AT REDUCED CO5T5 FROM
<G

T

! 9

NEWS OF THE INITIATIVE’S SUCCESS
SPREADV THROUGHOUT THE STATE.
HELLO, THIS

““

15 SUJAN SINGH,
PEPUTY COMMISSIONER
OF KAITHAL.
CONGRATULATIONS ON
THE EXCELLENT
WORK.

SON, THE !
PEPUTY PIRECTOR
OF AGRICULTURE,
MR KARAM CHAND,
JUST CALLED
APPRECIATING
YOUR WORK.

HE SOON STARTED A SECOND SOCIETY AND GOT
80 PERCENT 5LBSIPY ON EQUIPMENT FROM THE
AGRICULTURE ANDU FARMERS WELFARE PEFARTMENT.
LESS CO5T5 MEANT MORE PROFITS.

PURING SLUIMMER, WHEN THE STUBBLE 15 READY
TO BE HARVESTED, VEERENPKA YADAV EMPLOYS
MORE THAN ZO0O PEOPLE TO HELF HIM.

PROUD OF YOU,
SON. YOU HAVE
TURNED WASTE
INTO WEALTH. /£,

I'M MORE
GLAV THAT THE
PROBLEM OF
STUBBLE BURNING
HAS BEEN SOLVET.
FINALLY, THE AIR
FEELS CLEAN.

IT POES,
INPEED. YOUR
MOTHER'S HEALTH
15 ALREADY
IMPROVING.

ac?

. ——

" _..‘f\ml‘.-
i, Y wi':“'"l', /

WHILE TELLING THE STORY OF VEERENDPKA YADAV,
THE PRIME MINISTER SAIDP THAT THE MANNER

IN WHICH PROBLEMATIC WASTE, LIKE STLUBBLE,
WAS CONVERTED INTO LUSEFUL ENERGY AND A
PROFITABLE BUSINESS WAS EXEMPLARY.




~ | USHA DUBEY

IT WAS A HOT DAY IN PELHI. |7

LGH..COMING TO Ny
SCHOOL ON A DAY LIKE J)
THIS 16 TERRIBLE.

I KNOW!
ONLINE CLASSES
WERE 50 MUCH

—ee——
ONLINE CLASSES MUST HAVE BEEN FINE FOR YOU, BUT
HUNPREDPS OF CHILUREN SUFFEREPD! IN THE LAST PERIOV
TOPAY, T'LL TELL YOU ABOUT ‘KITABONWALI PIDI.
7 — — :

WHEN WE
HAD ONLINE
CLASSES, You
GRUMBLED
ABOUT THAT

] TOO!

WHEN A LOCKPOWN WAS ANNOUNCED PURING HER CONCERNS WERE ECHOED BY HER STUPENTS AS WELL.
THE COVIDP-19 FANPEMIC, USHA DPUBEY, A
SCHOOL TEACHER FROM SINGKALULI, MAPHYA
PRAPESH, WAS WORRIET.

HOW
ARE YOUR
CLASSES GOING,
MAHIMA?

ONLINE
CLASSES? OUR
CHILPREN PO NOT
HAVE THE PEVICES
OR INTERNET NEEDEVD
TO ATTEND THESE
CLASSES. HOW
WILL THEY
STUDY?

I AM TRYING TO
PAY ATTENTION BUT
ONLINE CLASSES ARE
PDIFFICULT TO FOLLOW,
MISS. EVERYONE 15
STAYING HOME, 50 T
GET DISTRACTEV
AS WELL.

|
y

2D 2




USHA DUBEY

USHA'S PISCUSSIONS WITH HER STUPENT, MAHIMA SINGH, LED TO A BRILLIANT IPEA. |

1 MAHIMA, IF THE i

g CHILDREN CAN'T GO

TO 5CHOOL, LET'S

TAKE THE SCHOOL
TO THEM.

USING HER SCOOTER, USHA SET UP A THIS 15
MOBILE LIBRARY FOR HER STUPENTS. A GREAT =

IDEA!
., ] Nz

| e T e e e L W T

. -
. s

HAVE You
UNPERSTOOD HOW
FOOV GETS PIGESTED
IN OUR PIGESTIVE

MAHIMA
PIPI, HAVE I
SOLVED THIS
CORRECTLY?

YES! IT WAS
TAUGHT IN OURrR
ONLINE CLASS
LAST WEEK BUT T |-
MISSED MOST OF ’
IT BECAUSE THE [is
INTERNET WAS

11




MANN KI BAAT VOL.2

USHA’S EFFORTS EARNED HER THE NAME 'KITABONWALI DIPI"* AMONG THE PEOPLE.

LOOK,
KITABONWALI 7IDI
15 COMING. GO, GET
YOUR BOOKS AND
MEET HER.

ONCE THE LOCKPOWN WAS LIFTED AND SCHOOLS REOPENELD, USHA
INTROPUCED A HYGIENE AND SAFETY CAMPAIGN AT HER SCHOOL.

STUDENTS, LET'S

) START A SOAP BANK.

EVERY TEACHER AND
!:; STUPENT CAN DPONATE
SOAPS AND SANITISERS
TO THE SCHOOL ON
THEIR BIRTHPAY.

[

\L

HER CAMPAIGN ENCOURAGED THE SCHOOL'S STUPENTS
AND STAFF TO STAY SAFE AND PROMOTE HEALTHY HABITS.

USHA'S STORY HAS INSPIRED MANY WHEN THE PRIME MINISTER PRAISED LSHA FOR
ACROSS THE COLINTRY AND MADE HER SELFLESS EFFORTS ON HIS RAPIO SHOW —
HER A SOCIAL MEDIA SENSATION, M Tam <O

i

T GRATEFLL TO THE \
PRIME MINISTER

FOR MENTIONING MY

WORK. T WAS JUST

DOING MY DUTY AS

A TEACHER AND

ACTOR KONKONA SENSHARMA NARRATED
HER STORY IN SAAHAS KO SALAM”, A VIPEO
THANKING FRONTLINE WORKERS FOR THEIR
EFFORTS PURING THE PANPEMIC.

¥ THE SISTER WITH BOOKS’ IN HIND! “A SALUTE TO COURAGE




T. SRINIVASACHARYA

)

SELECT
ALL THE
ROWS, THEN
YOU CAN SEE

THE TOTAL AT
)\ THE ENT.

I PON'T THINK
MY BRAIN |15
WIRED FOR
COMPUTERS.

THERE’S NO
SUCH THING, SUJIT. IF
YOU PUT YOUR HEART INTO
SOMETHING, NOTHING 15
PIFFICULT TO LEARN. PURING
STORYTIME TODAY, I'LL TELL
YOU ABOUT SRINIVASACHARYA,
A PRIEST, WHO LEARNT TO
USE THE COMPUTER AT
THE AGE OF 80.

HERE. THIS
15 MY BOOK,
SR PAVMATANTRA

PRAYOGAM™M. IT
A\ EXPLAINS ALL

THANK

WILL HELP
ME.

IT WAS INPEED HELPFLIL. BEFORE LONG,
SKINIVASACHARYA'S BOOKS BECAME VERY
POPULAR WITH THE TEMPLE STUPENTS.

*A TITLE OF RESPECT FOR A RELIGIOUS LEAPER OR TEACHER ** WORSHIP

"SACRED WORDS OR PHRASES

T. SRINIVASACHARYA WAS A SANSKRIT SCHOLAR AND
THE CHIEF PRIEST OF A VISHNU TEMPLE IN MYLAPOKRE,
CHENNAI. ONE DAY —

SWAMI*, T CAN

THE RITUALS. HOW MY BOOKS ON
WILL I BECOME A POOJA** RITUALS

GOOV PRIEST?

SRINIVASACHARYA HADZ WRITTEN J
SOME BOOKS ON TEMPLE PRACTICES. |

You, sWaml!
I'M SURE THIS

ONE DAY —

|~ SWaml, THE
GOVERNMENT HAS
ANNOUINCED THAT TWO
OF YOUR BOOKS ON
TEMPLE RITUALS WILL
BE CIRCULATED TO ALL
ASPIRING PRIESTS
AND TEMPLES IN
TAMIL NADU. 45

l“l

A BOOK ON DAY-TO-DAY TEMPLE RITLALS
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SOON, SRINIVASACHARYA STARTED HIS OWN PRINTING BUT SRINIVASACHARYA CONTINUED TO
PRESS CALLED 'RAGHAVA SIMHAM', TO PUBLISH HIS WRITE HI5 BOOKS B8Y HANZ, ONE DAY —
BOOKS. BUT — -
R
A
P APPAX, WE \ |I[ J:f TI;)ANiT L
ARE RECEIVING - You LSE A <
BULK ORDERS FOR I HAVE BEEN compurer | If
YOUR SANSKRIT READING ABOUT T0 WRITE I WISH
BOOKS FROM THESE NEW COMPLITER- BOOKS? I COULD. BUT
ALL AROLIND THE CONTROLLED PRINTING y I DON'T KNOW =
WORLD! BUT WE MACHINES THAT ARE HOW TO USE CAN TEACH E
NEED TO UPGRATE | & & EXCELLENT FOR =< ONE. you! (|
OUR PRINTING PRINTING. WE mMUST = =
MACHINES FOR TRY ONE ouT. 3
BETTER QUALITY. LN )

% ¥
. { A . o
-y
S > %
IN 2000, RAGHAVA SIMHAM PRESS REVAMPED IT5
PRINTING PROCESS TO ADAPT TO THE DIGITAL ERA. 1

AT THE AGE OF 80, SKRINIVASACHARYA BECAME THE PROLID OWNER OF A COMPUTER.

HERE'S THE
LANGUAGE OPTION.
ONCE YOU CHANGE THIS,
YOU CAN WRITE BOOKS
IN ANY LANGUAGE YOou
WANT, INCLUPING TAMIL
ANV SANSKRIT.

THAT'S
GREAT. WITH A
LITTLE PRACTICE, I
THINK I CAN WRITE
MY BOOKS WITH

SOME YEARS LATER —

¥ THATHA, YOU ARE
92 YEARS OLD AND
GOING STRONG. YOU ARE
A MASTER OF ANCIENT
SCRIPT AND MODERN
TECHNOLOGY.

THANKS TO YOU, mY
CHILDPREN, FOR TEACHING ME
TO USE A COMPUTER. I'M
GLAD I COULD LEARN.

/% "7/

AS THE PRIME MINISTER SAIP IN ‘MANN Kl BAAT’, AGE AND CIRCUMSTANCES
PO NOT MATTER. IF YOU ARE CURIOUS, THE CHAIN OF LEARNING CONTINUES.
*FATHER IN TAMIL AGRANDFATHER IN TAMIL

14




ANUDEEP AND MINUSHA

THE CLASSROOMS PON'T 5 BOTH THE 5 WE TRIED &
LOOK CLEAN TODAY. EVEN Mg CLEANING LADIES CLEANING OUR X
THE CORRIPORS ARE UNWELL, SIR. THEY CLASSROOM BUT
LOOKE?V PDIRTY. HAVEN'T BEEN COMING THE SCHOOL 15 50

- FOR THE LAST TWO

DAYS. g BIG. HOW CAN WE
IPL.. =

-
'f‘ .

IN NOVEMBER ZOZ0O, IN BYNPOOR, KARNATAKA, ANLUPEEF | "=~

WELL, IF YOU ALL
COME TOGETHER
AND DO A LITTLE
EVERY DAY, CLEANING
THE ENTIRE SCHOOL
15 POSSIBLE. LET
ME TELL You ABOUT
ANUDEEP AND MINUSHA
WHO CLEANED UP AN
ENTIRE BEACH. EVEN
OUR PRIME MINISTER
FOUND THEIR STORY
INSPIRING.

STAY HAPPY

FOREVER!

HEGPE AND MINUSHA KANCHAN GOT MARRIED IN THE - *
PRESENCE OF A FEW CLOSE FAMILY MEMBERS. o

WITH NOWHERE TO GO, THE COUPLE PECIPED TO SPEND

I WAS THINKING
WE WOULD 6O TO
LAKSHAPWEEP FOR

OUR HONEYMOON. /I

YES.
WITH THE SUN
AND SAND, THE
LOCKPOWN ISN'T
50 BAT.

f/
‘ ‘I THEIR EVENINGS AT THE NEARBY SOMESHWAR BEACH.

I WANTED TO
f GO TO HIMACHAL.
i BUT WITH covip
EVERYWHERE,
TRAVELLING 15
RISKY.

15
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DO You
SEE ALL THIS YES. ONCE I
GARBAGE? STOPPED APMIRING

F THE SUNSET, I
REALISED THAT THE

GARBAGE e 7 THIS |15 THE

FROM THE iy, BEACH WHERE I
| DRAINS THAT FLOWS HAVE SPENT my
| INTO THE RIVER AND CHILDHOOP.
THEN INTO THE SEA,
GETS FLUSHED OUT

TOP OF THAT,
{ THE VISITORS
LITTER IT EVEN

BOTHERED
TO KEEP IT
CLEAN.

THAT NIGHT —
MINUSHA, 7O YoU
REMEMBER THE ‘CLEAN
KUNDAPURA PROJECT'*
THAT I WAS PART OF? I

I WILL TAKE
\ THE RIGHT.

WAS THINKING OF CLEANING THAT'S A T\
UP SOMESHWAR BEACH, SUPERE IPEA.
ALL BY OURSELVES. I AM WITH

*A4 CITIZEN-LED CLEAN-UP DPRIVE STARTED BY A GROUP OF FRIENDS IN KLUNDAPLRA,
KARNATAKA. NOW, MANY VOLUNTEERS PEDICATE THEIR SUNDAYS TO THIS PROJECT.



ANUDEEP AND MISUSHA

P
OT BAU.
LOOKS LIKE WE
HAVE CLEANED UP
A LARGE PORTION
OF THE BEACH.

WE HAVE
INDEED. 8UT
I WISH MORE

IAM
HASSAN. WE ARE
HERE TO JOIN YOouU
ON THIS CLEAN-UP,

THAT'S
WONPERFUL

| —

. .
ANUPEEP POSTED ABOUT THEIR

INITIATIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA.

SOON, MORE ANDU MORE PEOPLE VOLUNTEERED TO JOIN THEM. |
TOGETHER, THEY CLEANED UP 80 PERCENT OF A FEW DAYS LATER — |
THE BEACH AND COLLECTED AROUND 800 KG<

OF TRASH. |

IF A SMALL
CLEAN-UP PRIVE LIKE

THIS COULD GET SUCH
eezgﬁpﬁﬂue ATTENTION, WE COULD O
) !
SEALTIFLL T 15 50 MUCH MORE! HOW ABOLIT

BEGINNING
TO BREATHE
AGAIN.

ORGANISING MOVIE NIGHTS? WE
COULDY 5CREEN POCUMENTARIES
ABOUT MARINE LIFE FOR OUR

LOCAL FISHERMEN TO RAISE

OF
COURSE! OUR
JOB POESN'T

5TOP HERE. IN
FACT, IT HAS
JUST BEGLIN.

MORE AWARENESS ABOUT
CLEANLINESS.

ANUPEEP AND MINUSHA CONTINLUE THEIR GOOD WORK.
THEIR MOTTO 15, 'TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE".

17



SIR, MY UNCLE, WHO
LOST HIS LEG IN AN ACCIPVENT,
JUST GOT AN ARTIFICIAL LEG.
IT LOOKS AMAZING, JUST LIKE
A ROBOT'S LEG, BUT HE 15
FINPING IT TOUGH TO

WALK WITH IT.

SALMAN
A

YES, SUTIT.
IT CAN TAKE A
- WHILE TO GET

USED TO IT.

SALMAN WAS BORN IN A VILLAGE CALLED HAMIRPUR

I HAVE HEARD

OF AN ATHLETE THAT'S TRUE, PARUL.

HO WON
Cva\:\PE’IYIUTIONG CHALLENGES HAVE
WITH AN ACHIEVED GREAT SUCCESS
IN PIFFERENT FIELDS. OUR

STORY TOVAY 15 ABOUT
SALMAN WHO, PESPITE
BEING UNABLE TO WALK,
BECAME A SUCCESSFUL
ENTREPRENEUR.

ARTIFICIAL
Lims.

IN UTTAR PRAPESH. WH.

EN HE WAS VERY YOUNG —

PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL _rlTl"

A r[||
SALMAN HAS !
A VERY HIGH
FEVER AND HE
15 CONSTANTLY

LET’S TAKE
HIM TO THE
HOSPITAL.

ZALMAN HAS BEEN™
AFFECTED BY POLIO.
HI5 LEGS HAVE BECOME
Il weak. THE muscLeEs mar
GET WEAKER OVER TIME,
AFFECTING HI5 ABILITY
TO WALK.

HE SURVIVE IN
THIS WORLD?

THOUGH SALMAN’S LEGS BECAME WEAKER OVER
THE YEARS, HE GREW UP STRONG-WILLEZ. WHEN
HE COMPLETED HI% 1ZTH STANPARD EXAMS —

I WANT TO SUPPORT
MYSELF NOW, MA. I WILL
START APPLYING FOR A
GOVERNMENT JOB.

18




=
IF NO ONE WANTS
TO EMPLOY ME, I
WILL START MY OWN
COMPANY.

NO MATTER HOW HARD HE TRIED, HE COULD NOT GET WORK. ONE DAY —
Wi‘

SALMAN
R e
Ji il"J'A'\ — "_-_.-

‘i [l

(R i

P/./_[uf.-’h__ -

OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, SALMAN

LEARNT TO MANUFACTURE SLIPPERS AND
DETERGENTS. WITH THE HELP OF A LOAN,
HE STARTED A COMFANY CALLED TARGET.

COME, T WILL
SHOW You HOW TO
MAKE SLIPPERS.

THE COMFPANY BECAME WELL KNOWN. ONE DAY —

B

I AM NOT GETTING A JOB
ANYWHERE BECAUSE I LOST
ONE ARM IN AN ACCIVENT. CAN /.
YOU EMPLOY ME?

—>" LET’S SEE WHAT
I/ You cAN DO HERE.
PEOPLE LIKE YOU AND ME
DESERVE TO GET EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY TO FIND
WORK AND DO

SALMAN’S STORY WAS RELATED BY THE

OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS, SALMAN

PRIME MINISTER ON MANN K| BAAT.

EMPLOYED MANY OTHERS WITH PHYSICAL

CHALLENGES. I

WE NOW HAVE
30 PEOPLE WITH

DISABILITIES WORKING
WITH US. I HOPE TO GIVE
WORK TO MANY MORE
SUCH PEOPLE SO0ME

SALMAN BHAI, IT WAS
WONPERFUL HEARING l“ B
THE PRIME MINISTER =) You ARE AN
TALK ABOUT YOUR INSPIRATION FOR
COURAGE. us. WE ARE ALL
VERY PROUD




N.S. RAJAPPAN |5

NAIR SIR AND HIS STUPENTS WERE TAKING FART IN A CLEAN-UP PRIVE. I!

¥ THIS STREET
1550 DIRTY. T\

el DON'T THINK WE WILL Ji8
)\ EVER 8E ABLE TO {((J

CLEAN T A

WE ARE :
GOING TO NEED
A GIANT OR A
GENIE TO MAKE /& :
IT CLEAN. s - 5
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o
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e
3 @% ~\
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WITH 50 MANY OF
Us, CLEANING ANYTHING
SHOULD BE POS5IBLE.
BEFORE WE BEGIN, LET
ME TELL YOU THE STORY
OF A MAN WHO CLEANED
UP AN ENTIRE LAKE BY
HIMSELF, PESPITE BEING
PARALYSED IN
BOTH LEGS.

THAT
SOUNDS

TELL US
MORE,

69-YEAR-OLD KAJAPFPAN HAD BEEN STRUCK BY POLIO
WHEN HE WAS FIVE YEARS OLT. EVERY MORNING, HE
WOLILD MAKE HIS WAY TO VEMBANAD LAKE*, WHERE
HE WOULD RENT A BOAT. |

THERE, RAJAPPAN.
ANOTHER DAY OF
PLASTIC HUNTING,
EH? YOU ARE
EARLY TOPDAY.

Ml A :
- <) S YES, THE '
- i PLASTIC FISH ARE Nl
T \eod  QUITE SLIPPERY, i
oAl YOU KNOW. THAT'S




N. S. RAJAPPAN

AS RAJAPPAN STARTED ROWING — |

ARE MY CATCH OF i

THE DAY! COME ON,

PLASTIC. LET'S GET
You ouT OF

THE LAKE
LOOKS 50 CLEAN
NOW. YOU ARE 50

BRAVE TO PO THIS
EVEN THOUGH...
EVEN THOUGH...

HERE.

A BOAT |5 EASY FOR ME, .

50 I PECIPED TO PUT IT
TO GOOV USE. WHILE T
CAN KEEP THE PLASTIC
OUT OF THE WATERS, T
AL50 GET TO EARN
) FF?OM IT.

PLASTIC
FISH? CAN I

"\ SEE THEM TOO,

RAJAPPAN?

oH, 50 !
THESE ARE
THE PLASTIC )

AT NOON, THEY TOOK A BPEA/( 70 HAVE LL/NCH

|/ How LoNG W
" [HAVE YOU BEEN\
DOING THIS? :

ISN'T IT HARD / .
WORK? IT HAS BEEN

OVER FIVE YEARS,
BUT I HAVE NO
COMPLAINTS. THE LAKE
15 MY HOME, AND
THE SATISFACTION
OF SEEING IT CLEAN
MAKES IT ALL
WORTH IT.
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AFTER MANY HOURS OF CLEANING, RAJAPPAN MOORED HIS BOAT BY THE SHORE.
- — —

WHAT G I WILL S0RT THE "
WILL You PO PLASTIC ANV MAKE
. SURE IT POESN'T END UP
BACK IN THE WATER.
PO YOU WANT TO
JOIN ME?

SOON AFTER — |.o”” RAJAPPAN SIR,
— 7 CAN I JOIN You IN
- [ collEering pLasTic
; » TOMORROW AND THE /-
DAY AFTER?

PRIME MINISTER NARENDKA MOPI MENTIONED
RAJAPFAN IN MANN KI BAAT AND PRAISED HIS
TIRELESS EFFORTS TO PROTECT THE WATERS
FROM PLASTIC POLLUTION. SOON AFTER —

/' RAJAPPAN,
WE HAVE A
SURPRISE
FOR YOU.

22

SIR, WE WANT TO GIFT
YOU THIS NEW MOTOR
BOAT AND A WHEELCHAIR
TO APPRECIATE THE WORK
YOU'RE POING FOR OUR

COMMUNITY.

WITH HIS NEW MOTORBOAT, KAJAPFAN

CONTINHES HIS EFFORTS TO CLEAN NOT
ONLY VEMBANAD LAKE BUT AL5O THE OTHER |
WATERWAYS IN THE SLURROUNPING AREAS.




CV.RAJU —

MY PLASTIC SLINGSHOT
WAS EVEN BIGGER. BUT IT DIDN'T\—
EVEN LAST A WEEK. MAYBE i
WOOPDEN TOYS ARE BETTER I PON'T AGREE.
THAN PLASTIC ONES. I THINK PLASTIC

) ONES ARE

' BETTER.

LOOK AT WHAT
I'VE GOT. IT'S A
SLINGSHOT THAT MY
FATHER HAD WHEN
HE WAS YOUING!

N A HOUSE IN ETIKOPPAKA VILLAGE* ECHOED .
WITH THE SOUND OF LALGHTER AND THE

WHIRRING OF A SPINNING TOF

NAIR SIR CHINED IN — | I

TRADITIONAL WOOPEN TOYS LAST
A LOT LONGER AND USE NATURAL PYES
INSTEAV OF SYNTHETIC COLOURS,

WHICH CAN BE HARMFLIL.

L~ IN OUR STORY

PERIOD, T'LL TELL
YOU ABOUT C.V. RAJU, WHO
REVIVED THE TRADITIONAL
ART OF MAKING ETIKOPPAKA
TOYS. HE WAS EVEN PRAISED

THE BOY WAS C.V. RAJU AND THIS WAS NO ORPDINARY
TOR IT HELD A 500-YEAR-OLD LEGACY.

ETIKOPPAKA VILLAGE WAS FAMOUS FOR ITS LUNIQUE WOOPDEN TOYS —
ETIKOPPAKA BOMMALU. THE TOYS HADV ROUNPED CORNERS THAT WERE SAFE
FOR CHILDREN AND FAINTED IN BRIGHT COLOULRS THAT GLEAMED IN THE SLN. )

. et )
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IN HOMES ACROSS SOUTH INPIA, THEY WERE SYNONYMOUS WITH CHILPHOOT.

*LOCATED IN THE VISAKHAPATNAM DISTRICT OF ANPHRA PRAPESH
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BUT WHEN RATJU WENT OFF TO COLLEGE AND RETURNET, THINGS HADV CHANGED —

<
&

WHY ARE THE
KIPS PLAYING WITH
PLASTIC TOYS?

¥

= AL

THAT BRIGHT-EYED BO

Y WITHIN RAJU, WHO HAD GROWN
ETIKOPPAKA TOYS, PROTESTED THIS. IT SPURRED HIM TO PO SOMETHING.

UP SLURROUNPED BY

THEY'RE CHEAPER TO
MAKE. THE ARTISANS ARE
LEAVING FOR THE CITY TO
FIND OTHER JOBS.

HE SET UP A COOPERATIVE SOCIETY FOR ARTISANS CALLED 'PAPMAVATI ASSOCIATES'.

THIS ANCIENT CRAFT
15 THE HEART OF OUR
VILLAGE. ARE WE GOING
TO LET IT DIE OUT?

THEY HAD TO COMFPETE
WITH MASS-PROPUCED
FLIMSY COPIES BUT RKAJU
AND HIS ARTISANS ROSE
TO THE CHALLENGE.

m«xw woor
15 S5OFT ENOWUGH TO BE
CHISELLED INTO SHAPES

WITHOUT BREAKING
EASILY.

THEN WE’LL
WORK WITH THE
=r\ B2l FOREST PEPARTMENT
TO SOURCE MORE

AS PRODUCTION SWELLED,
RAJU TOOK THE TOY%S TO
TRAPE FAIRS AND EXPOS
ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

ANKHVH WOOV. 4

I EXPORT
UNIQUE 6O0OPS5 FOR
THE INTERNATIONAL

MARKET. I'D LIKE
TO PLACE A LARGE
ORVER.

BUT CELEBRATIONS WERE SHORT-LIVED.
THE SHIPMENT WAS SOON SENT BACK.

IT SAYS THEY
FOUND TRACES
OF LEAD IN THE
PAINT.

IT'S TIME TO I

GO BACK TO THE
TRAPITIONAL

THAT'S THE
PROBLEM WITH
THESE MOVERN
SYNTHETIC DYES.

24



C.V.RAJU

IN 1988, RAJU APPROACHED THE CRAFTS COUNCIL OF INPIA.

TOGETHER, THEY WORKED ON CREATING ORGANIC DYES. THESE ARE

MADE FROM
FLOWERS, FRUITS, LEAVES
ANV OTHER NATURAL
SOURCES. THEY'RE
COMPLETELY
SAFE.

AFTER MORE EXPERIMENTATION, THE fu
DPYES WERE MIXED WITH A GLOSSY
LACQUER TO PRESERVE THE FAINT.

THIS TIME, WHEN THE TOYS WERE SENT ABROAT,
THEY PASSED ALL QUALITY CHECKS AND RECEIVED
PRAISE. " :

HOORAY!

HE ALS0O REALISED THAT
THIS WAS AN OPPORTUNITY
TO PIVERSIFY THEIR GOAL.

THE WORLD CAN
FINALLY SEE THE
BEAUTY OF ETIKOPPAKA
BOMMALU.

OUR TOYS
SHOULDN'T JUsST BE
PVECORATIVE. THE KIDS
SHOULD GET TO LEARN
SOMETHING FROM

NOW, THERE ARE PIFFERENT KINPS OF ETIKOPFPAKA
TOYS THAT TEACH CHILPREN ABOUT NUMBERS,
COLOURS, THE NATURAL WORLD AND MUCH MOFRE.

RAJU'S RESLRRECTION OF THIS
CRAFT WAS ALSO A RESURRECTION OF
LIVELIHOOD FOR IT5 TALENTED ARTISANS.

IN 2002, RATJU WAS PRESENTED WITH A WHEN RAJU WAS SELECTED FOR A PAUMA
NATIONAL GRASSROOTS INNOVATION AWARD BY
THE THEN PRESIPENT, PR AFRJ. ABDUL KALAM.

R .

SHRI" IN 2023, HE WAS HUMBLE —

THIS 15 A GREAT
HONOUR FOR OUR
CRAFT. WE HAVE
PLANS TO SET UP
AN INTERPRETATION
CENTRE THAT TALKS
ABOUT THE HISTORY
ANV PROCESS OF
ETIKOPPAKA
BOMMALU.

A rHANKS TO HIS EFFORTS, ETIKOPPAKA e , —
TOYS ALSO RECEIVED A GI TAG* IN ZO17. W

*4 GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION (61) TAG PENOTES PROPICTS THAT POSSESS THE FOURTH HIGHEST
QUALITIES OR A REPUTATION THAT COME FROM THEIR PLACE OF MAKING. CIVILIAN AWARD IN INPIA




BHAGEERATHI AMMA

I HAVE SOME GOOD NEWS.
I WILL SOON BE COMPLETING w
I MY EXAMS IN PLANT BIOLOGY.
50, WHEN WE GO ON OURr

ARE You
STILL STUPYING,
SIR? HOW'S THAT

NATURE WALKS, I WILL BE
ABLE TO TEACH YouU
ABOUT THE PLANTS
AND TREES.

OF COURSE,
GROWN-UPS CAN
STUDPY. RECENTLY, ON

MANN K| BAAT, T HEARTY
ABOUT A 105-YEAR-OLDV
WHO STUDIED AND
WROTE EXAMS.

THAT’S RIGHT,
SHARADA. HER NAME
15 BHAGEERATHI
AMMA. SETTLE POWN
AND T’LL TELL You
HER STORY.

POS5IBLE?

KNOW GROWN-UP
TEACHERS COULD

BHAGEERATHI WAS A LITTLE GIRL IN THE PRAKKLILAM
VILLAGE OF KERALA, WHO LOVED TO READ AND WRITE.
BUT WHEN SHE TURNED EIGHT — z
W AREN'T You T T -
COMING TO SCHOOL, B THAT HER MOTHER
_ BHAGEERATHI?

NO. NOW

HAS PASSED AWAY,
SHE WILL HAVE TO
TAKE CARE OF THE
HOUSE ANV HER
SIBLINGS.

SHE WAS MARRIED AND HAD SIX CHILPREN OF HER
OWN. AND THEN, HER HUSBAND PASSED AWAY.

YOUR EDUCATION. I WANT You
ALL TO STUDY WELL.

BHAGEERATHI COULDY NEVER RESLUME SCHOOL. LATER,

26

CAN I READ
THIS BOOK? WILL You
HELP ME IF I DON'T
UNPERSTAND IT?

AMMA,
READ THIS
BOOK FIRST.
IT 15 VERY
INTERESTING.



BHAGEERATHI AMMA

BHAGEERATHI AMMA’S PESIRE TO STUDPY REMAINED UNFULFILLED. IN 2019, WHEN SHE WAS 105 YEARS OLD — |

LOOK
AMMANMMAX,
THE KERALA STATE
LITERACY MISSION 15
OFFERING A FOURTH
STANVARD EQUIVALENCY L
PROGKRAM FOR ADULTS
WHO COULDPN'T
COMPLETE THEIR
EPUCATION!

CAN |
STILL 5TUDY?
THIS COULY BE
MY CHANCE!

i

DESPITE HER AGE, BHAGEERATHI AMMA DECIPED TO AFTER MONTHS OF HARD WORK, BHAGEERATHI AMMA
DO THE COURSE. GAVE THE EXAMS IN MATHEMATICS, MALAYALAM AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE. | ‘

ﬂ‘

=

I'M SURE YoU
WILL, AMMAMMA.
BESIVES, WE ARE
ALL HERE FOR
YOU.

{ LOT TO 5TUDY.
I HAVE TO PO
WELL.

=
SEE, I TOLD :
YOU. I MAY BE OLD, Y
BUT MY PASSION FOR
LEARNING 15 STILL
YOUNG.

AMMAMMA,
You pIp IT! You

IN 2019, FOR HER REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT,
BHAGEERATHI AMMA WAS AWARPED THE NAR!

SHAKT| PURASKAR, THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN
HONOUR FOR WOMEN IN INPIA.

IF WE WISH TO
PROGRESS IN LIFE,
WE SHOULY PEVELOP
OURSELVES. IF WE WISH
TO ACHIEVE SOMETHING
IN LIFE, THE FIRST
PRE-CONPITION |15 THAT
THE STUDENT WITHIN
Uus MmUST NEVER




AREN'T YouU
GLAV THERE |5 NO BIG
THREAT FROM COVID
ANYMORE?

RAJENDRA JADHAV

OH YES, SIR!
THANKS TO ALL THE

PEOPLE WHO WORKED
TO KEEP US SAFE.

VERY TRUE! WE OWE
A GREAT PEBT TO POCTORS

AND HEALTH WORKERS WHO

WORKEPD 50 HARD TO PREVENT
THE DISEASE FROM SPREADING.
LET ME TELL YOU THE STORY OF
RAJENDVRA JAVHAV WHO PIP HIS
BIT AT THAT TIME.

IS THE
STORY FROM
MANN KI BAAT?

IN 2022, IN SATANA, MAHARASHTKA, A 62-YEAR-OLD
MAN WAS WATCHING THE NEWS WITH DISMAY.

- WITH THE
LATEST SURGE IN
COVID-19 CASES,
NASHIK HAS BECOME
A REV ZONE.

MY TOWN 15
IN PANGER.

HE WAS RAJENPRKA JAPHAV, A 6ELF—TALI6HT
ENGINEER WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN
MANUFACTURING AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT.

REMEMBER TO
WASH YOUR HANDS
AND MASK UP!

SMALL-SCALE
SANITISATION 15
NOT ENOUGH. WE NEED
SOMETHING LARGE-SCALE
TO CURB THE SPREAV
OF THIS VIRUS.

e mae— |




RAJENDRA JADHAV

RAJENDPKA TOOK THE PROBLEM TO HIS WORKSHOR WHERE HE SPOKE TO HIS SONS, MANGESH AND PHANANJIAY.

I
|i! WHAT IF WE THAT
BLILT A MACHINE TO WOLILD SAVE 50
MASS-CLEAN PUBLIC MUCH TIME.
SPACES?

E AND MONEY!

/)

R ) - —
\\_—= | IN 2017, RAJENDRA HAD PEVELOPED A SPRINKLER TO SPRAY PESTICIPES IN
| THE FIELD THE SAME TECHNOLOGY WAS ADAPTED FOR THE NEW MACHINE.

N

AFTER 25 DAYS, THEIR LABOUR OF LOVE WAS
A SANITISER THAT STORED UP TO 600 LITRES
OF WATER MIXED WITH DISINFECTANT.
"‘ | 7 I"‘
7~ LET'S NAME IT
YASHWANT' — THE
SUCCESSFUL ONE.

COULD SANITISE HUGE AREAS LIKE
ROADS AND COMPOLINDS EASILY.

" IRRESPECTIVE
OF MY AGE, T WILL
DO MORE SLCH WORK
FOR THE FARMERS
AND THE NATION!

RAJENDPKA HAS APPLIED FOR A PATENT AND HAS SENT HIS
PESIGN TO THE NATIONAL INNOVATION FOLUNDATION*.

*NIF 15 AN ORGANISATION THAT SCOUTS AND SLUPPORTS GRASSROOTS INNOVATIONS IN TECHNOLOGY.



GAYATHRI .3

LOOK

o YES. IT LOOKS
o/ AT THAT DOG! LIKE THE FOURTH e
Ir ;vaaﬁgere e LEG HAS BEEN | & et
p~ PUTATED. /.31
2.9\ '\ THREE el 73

LEGS.

#x

MUsST
HAVE BEEN IN AN
ACCIPENT. WILL IT
EVER BE ABLE TO
RUN AGAIN?

//You KNOW, THIS REMINDS
ME OF A MANN KI BAAT STORY
M| | ABOHT GAYATHRI, WHO ALONG

~LL

S

\]’ |

LOST BOTH HI5 HIND LEGS.

=\ WI|TH HER FATHER, MADE A CART
ON WHEELS FOR A POG WHO HAD

GAYATHRI WAS AN ITX PROFESSIONAL
LIVING IN COIMBATORE, TAMIL NADL. e ————

GO TO THE NEARBY
POG SHELTER
TOMORROW AND
ADOPT ONE.

APPA, I WAS
THINKING, NOW THAT
I'M WORKING FROM
HOME DUE TO THE

I THINK IT
WILL BE A HAPPY

MAY BE THE
RIGHT TIME.

* INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY




GAYATHRI

THE NEXT DAY —
50 MANY
g DOGS THAT NEED ] 1
; I I RRRIRFR NN A HOME! |
| ST - - |||
fl I | Nasiti: : |
= . : Pty st |
- -III#IIIIII T i A . WHAT
it ' | _ t ( HAPPENED TO
= i | ! =D THAT DOG?
. = / T 2
%l
HHE ; ﬁ - B,
|3
SR -
THAT'S VEERA. ~ i . T l
HIS LEGS HAD TO gl s NO ONE
BE AMPUITATED AS : WANTS TO ADOPT
THEY WERE BADLY HH 2aaminn g HIM BECALISE OF
BROKEN. WE THINK [ 11 . o = HIS DISABILITY.
IT WAS A CASE OF Hil7 P AR e = iun
wANIMAL ABLISE. 1Y gH L i 1 Exiig [
T _ L o f
l’ ‘ .. H
- Lt
EE (L3
= i :1%}
£ TE i 5 >
i § 2 o
APPA, VEERA
E WILL J
A,;vopr’ HiA! HAS TO PULL
WHAT DO You HIMSELF FORWARD
THINK, APPA? WITH HI5 FORELEGS. THESE OLD
' y DO YOU THINK WE TRICYCLE WHEELS
CAN DO SOMETHING WILL HELP VEERA
ABSOLUTELY! | TO HELP? RUN AGAIN.
— [ WE'LL GIVE HIM A < THE
o I\ LOVING HOME. I'VE BEEN WHEELS WILL
A = THINKING ABOUT IT BE HI5 HIND
N T TOO. IT'S TIME TO LEGS.
3 : PUT MY DEGREE*
: TO GOOV LISE.

*GAYATHRI'S FATHER, KASILINGAM, WAS A MECHANICAL ENGINEER.



ATTACH THE
WHEELS TO VEERA'S
HARNESS WITH
THESE STRAPS. BUT
WHAT'S THE PVC
PIPE FOR?

THAT'S
GREAT. I'LL GIVE
A PADUDING WHERE \
THE PIPE MEETS HIS
BODY TO MAKE IT
COMFORTABLE
FOR VEERA.
e )

MANN KI BAAT VOL.2

CUP LEGS OUT OF
THE PIPES TO MAKE
IT EASIER FOR
VEERA TO WALK
AND RUN.

IT'S TIME
TO TEST THE
POG CART. STAY
STILL, VEERA!

THAT'S AN
ENERGETIC
FELLOW YouU

You! HE'S COME
A LONG WAY!

GAYATHR| HOPES THEIR EFFORT INSPIRES MORE

PEOFPLE TO APOPT PETS WITH PISABILITIES AND FIND
WAYS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THEIR LIVES.
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VOL.2

The second volume of Mann ki Baat continues to celebrate the
power of one.

In his radio programme, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
highlighted the contribution of a number of men and women who
have worked miracles with their lives.

These are stories of real-life heroes.

Bhageerathi Amma, who was pulled out of school as a child to look
after her siblings, studied when she was a great-grandmother and
passed her fourth standard exam when she was 105 years old.
N.S. Rajappan, though struck by polio at the age of five, took it
upon himself, at the age of 63, to clean the Vembanad lake of
plastic bottles and packets littered by careless tourists.

Usha Dubey, during the Covid lockdown, realised that online
classes were not possible for children from poorer homes. So, she
took the classroom to them on her scooter.

It does not take great money or position to make a difference. And
these heroes prove it.
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